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President’s Message

Spring is here! My son is counting the days till the end of the school year and planning fun
activities. As the days grow longer and the temperature rises it becomes harder for our
students to concentrate on their studies. Our jobs as parents becomes even more challenging
trying to keep their focus on school through the end of the year — and it is harder for the parents
with seniors!

In order to raise money for the scholarships and student programs, the “Make Believe Tea
Party” was devised. It is a collection drive to gather money from every household — but just
$5.00 So far the participation has been great. The collection will finish on Friday and the Pizza
Party will be awarded next week. If you have forgotten to donate, we will continue accepting
donations until the end of the school year. | am interested in knowing what you think about this
fundraiser. Please let me know. It may be a whole lot easier to ask for a $5.00 minimum
donation with your PTSA dues for each household at Apache Days.

Thank you to Ellie Bitaraf, Theresia Liem, and Gina Kerfoot for providing the AHS staff with a
delicious and festive Teacher Appreciation Luncheon; Carla Heer for organizing our 3 months
worth of daily volunteers to input the students’ programming information; to Suzanne Davis for
our newsletters; to Jeff Laun for our website and weekly email updates a.k.a. “Listserve”; to
Ruth Lagace and Lori Phillipi for their work as Grad Night Liaisons; to Theresia Liem and her
committee, Rita Chianglin, and Brenda Lin for always providing us with beautiful and delicious
treats at each PTA function; and to Mary Beth Haney and Terry Leahy for designing,
organizing, and selling Apache Wear at every function possible.

Thank you to the Nominating Committee of Lisa Lucas, who worked hard to bring together this
incredible slate of officers. We are very proud to present to you a very strong and dedicated
2009-10 PTSA Executive Board. Thank you and best wishes to our newly elected Executive
Board:

President Ruth Lagace

Executive Vice President Mary Beth Haney

1% VP — Legislation Ophelia Ha

2" vp — Programs Dana Thompson

39 VP — Publicity Sandhya Ravi

4™ VP — Membership Suwannee Chew
Assistant Lee Callender

57 VP — Ways & Means Karen Tom

6" VP — Newsletter Suzanne Davis

7" VP — Hospitality Ellie Bitaraf

Recording Secretary Beth Gerber

Corresponding Secretary Kim McElwee

Treasurer Jennifer Lashier

Financial Secretary Castalia Chan

Auditor Sherry Liang

Historian Christy Wong

(Continued on next page...)
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PreSident,S Message (continued from previous page)

We need you!!! There are many chairman positions still available. Please contact me if you
are interested in helping next year. Again, thank you to each and every one of you for your
help and support this year.

The May meeting will be held at Matt Denny’s at 10: 00 a.m. as it is our Volunteer
Appreciation Lunch, Installation and meeting. | ho pe to see you there!

Please remember to vote for our School Board Election on April 21%.

Kay Kinsler
AHS PTA President

ASB President’s Message

With the construction fences now up throughout campus, the temporary
inconveniences but significant improvements our campus will be facing in the upcoming years
are becoming more apparent. Construction on the new science building to replace the old
shop classrooms on Duarte has begun, and while students are grudgingly putting up with the
reduced space, all of us are excited to see the renovations our campus so desperately needs.
Nonetheless, life goes on at Arcadia High School and students will happily look back that they
accommodated these temporary inconveniences for a more functional and appealing school.

The Junior Council hosted Sadies Hawkins Dance was held in the North Gym on
Saturday March 21%. The theme this year was “Opposites Attract”, in which couples were
encouraged to dress up as opposites of one another.

Many students and teachers are facing some harsh realities with the recently passed
Arcadia Unified School District budget for next year. While multiple teachers at Arcadia High
School and throughout the school district have been notified of possible lay-offs due to the
revised budget, it is imperative that students know that such decisions are not final. Our
superintendent, Dr. Joel Shawn, is currently hosting a community-wide forum regarding the
revised budget for next year and possibly solutions to the cutbacks our schools are facing.
Community members are encouraged to participate in this forum located on the AUSD
website at http://blogs.ausd.net/suptbudgetdiscussion.

ASB President,
Charlie Tsouvalas
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California State PTA Responds to State Budget and
Advocates Finance Reform

California State PTA President Pam Brady issued the following statement on February 20 in response to the budget adopted
by state lawmakers and signed by the Governor.

"This budget does not value the children of California. Instead, it puts an entire generation of
children - and the state's very future - at risk.

"Some new revenues are part of this budget, and for that we acknowledge the Governor
and legislators for recognizing the need to take a balanced approach to the state's budget
crisis. Even so, the severe cuts that are included in the final budget threaten our state's
commitment to a world-class education.

"These cuts are almost certainly going to drive California - already a dismal 47th - to the bottom
among all states in per-pupil spending. That means cutting teachers, arts, classroom materials,
counselors, nurses, small class sizes, and much more that children need to succeed in school
and life.

"California cannot afford to go backward in its commitment to children and students, especially
in challenging economic times.

"In the coming weeks, we will continue to analyze the details of the budget package, including
several statewide initiatives that will be placed on the May 19 ballot as part of the budget deal.

"And California State PTA will continue to advocate for legislators and the Governor to develop a
farsighted budget plan and process - a plan with vision, a plan that is a reflection of the hopes
and dreams of the next generation, and a plan that is truly focused on the future of our state."

On February 23, more than 100 PTA leaders gathered in Sacramento for their annual legislative
conference, met with legislators and invited them into the schools throughout California to
see how the new budget hurts children.

"The PTA believes the smartest economic recovery plan is to invest in children," Brady said.

Announcing the first step in a campaign to fix the economic gridlock, the PTA calls for:

* Removal of the 2/3 majority vote of the legislature to pass a budget;

* Lowering the threshold to pass local parcel taxes to a supermajority of 55 percent; and

Restructuring California's school finance system.

"No one should be proud of a budget that drops funding for schools to dead last in the nation,"
Brady said.

"All children should have arts, small class sizes, counselors, nurses, librarians, and yes -
textbooks - and this budget forces communities to fight over crumbs," Brady said.
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Dear Parents,

The Attendance Office at Arcadia High School wish you and yours a restful, fun
filled Spring Break.

Our Spring Break is from April 6th through April 10th, 2009.

If your student will be missing any school before or immediately after our
break, please contact the attendance office in writing before the 2nd of April.

Please Note : During AP testing. Regardless of where the test is being given,
on or off the campus, all students who are taking the AP test(s) are required to
attend their previous or remaining classes on the days they are taking AP
tests. Students are only excused from school during their testing time.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Other upcoming Dates to be aware of:

June 9th thru 11th are Minimum School Days. Students will be excused at
12:29. We will not be issuing off-campus permits during this time. Please
make all appointments before or after June 9th thru 11th or after 12:29 on
these dates.

Holidays (No School) to be aware of:

April 6th thru 10th — Spring Vacation
May 25th — Memorial Day

Last day of school June 11, 2009
Graduation June 12, 2009

Attendance Office
626 821-1770
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ROP — REGIONAL OCCUPATIONAL PROGRAM

Outstanding Students:

ROP is committed to honoring our exemplary students from Arcadia High school. The following
students were nominated by their teacher for character, attitude, attendance, leadership and community
involvement. We are proud to acknowledge the following students: Brittany Heacock for Cross-Age
Literacy, Xiao (Maggie) Fan for Criminal Law, Ryan Bergara for Advanced Video Production,
Kimberly Tran for Biotechnology, Maryam Zomorod for Medical/Therapeutic Principles of Sport
Fitness, Justin Tran for Business Management, Sean Liyanage for Advanced Robotics ,Sarah Cheng for
Cisco, Fei (Fay) Xu for Graphic Design and Jaclyn Wang for Orchesis. These students advanced to the
Los Angeles County ROP competition on March 11, 2009 where they competed for medals and
monetary stipends.

Reminder:

Summer is around the corner and students should start thinking about their summer plans. ROP is now
busy planning our summer program for students who are 16 years or junior, senior. Incoming
sophomore students are allowed enrollment in specific ROP classes which is indicated by an asterisk
next to the classtitle. The following classes will be offered: Computer Programming C++*, Computer
Program JAVA*, Culinary Arts, Digital Photography*, Retall Marketing, Retail Sales (work
experience). Enrollment will begin at lunch on Monday, March 23" in the ROP office P-12; classes are
FREE to high school students. Space is limited and because of high demand, enrollment is based on a
first come first serve basis. Gain a valuable skill and earn some credits towards graduation at the same
time.

Something to consider in finding your career:

Get ajob or do some volunteer work in your community. A part-time job can teach you many valuable
skills you will later need in a career. It can teach you to be dependable, improve your ability to get
along with others. Having a job requires you to plan your free time between study and fun and teaches
you how to budget your money. The ROP office has a volunteer book that consists of non-paid
opportunities for students in many private and public agencies throughout the San Gabriel Valley. We
also have a job book, which is updated with posted employment opportunities from the local
community business professionals. If you are a business that would like to hire Arcadia High students
please give usacall at 626) 821-8370 X 1104 and we would be glad to post your job request.

Work Permit Reminder:
If you have a student under 18 years old who is currently working, the law requires that he/she have a
work permit. Work permit applications can be obtained in the ROP office P-12 and are FREE.

Cindi Franz
ROP Counselor
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COUNSELORS’ CORNER

Seniors

Points of interest for the last months of

school:

April

Watch the mail for college acceptance and
financial aid award letters. Compare the
financial aid awards you receive from various
colleges.

Check with the college you've chosen to
attend about the details of signing and
returning your financial aid award letter.

Watch for important deadlines at your chosen
college (housing, financial aid, etc).

Make your final decision and send in a deposit
by the deadline.

Notify the schools that you will not be

attending of your final decision.

May

Advanced Placement (AP) exams are given in
high schools nationwide. Make sure to send
your AP grade report to your college.

If you have not received a notice regarding
your Cal Grant application from the CA
Student Aid Commission, contact them at 1-
888-CAGrant as soon as possible.

May 1 is usually the deadline for notifying
colleges of your decision.

Submit on-campus college housing forms
and payment.

June/July

Submit request for your final transcript to be
sent through docufide to the college you will
be attending in the fall (as well as to the
NCAA Clearinghouse for Div | or Div Il
athletes).

Notify the college you will be attending of any
private scholarships or grants you will be

receiving.
Know when the payment for tuition, room and
board meal plans etc. are due.

PARENTS: Don’t forget to take your child to
the doctor for a complete physical and
immunizations.

Senioritis

Senioritis is a drop in motivation common
among senior students at this time of year.
Parents need to be aware of the symptoms
which include procrastination, lack of focus
and slipping grades. If you observe these
behaviors in your student, we recommend that
you stay in contact with their teachers and
closely monitor their daily attendance through
the ISIS system. Instructions on signing up
for the ISIS program can be found in the
Academic Success section of this newsletter.

Attendance is critical during the second
semester of the senior year. All students are
expected to attend regularly. Good
attendance contributes directly to good
grades. Poor attendance can result in missed
assignments, missed exams, and poor
grades. Most students need to pass every
class in order to graduate, and MUST pass
the state mandated English and Government/
Economics courses. Also, seniors who are
already 18 vyears of age may be
involuntarily transferred to an alternate
educational setting for poor attendance.

Admissions offices of four-year colleges
expect seniors to maintain their GPA. D’s and
F’s in required college prep courses make
students ineligible for college admission. A
significant lowering of GPA may result in
colleges rescinding a previous offer of
acceptance.
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COUNSELORS’ CORNER

In most cases, students who are short
credits after the first semester of the senior
year have the opportunity to make up those
credits at the Arcadia Adult School second
semester.

However, there is no opportunity to make up
credits lost during the second semester of the
senior year and still be eligible to participate
in graduation activities, including the
graduation ceremony. The Arcadia High
School graduation policy states:

Students must complete 225 credits, as
well as pass Algebra 1, the health
requirement, the swim survival
requirement and the California High
School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) in order to
earn an Arcadia High School diploma. If a
student ends the senior year short credits
for graduation, he/she will be given 18
months in which to make up not more
than 15 credits at the Arcadia Adult
School to obtain an Arcadia High School
diploma.

Please help your child stay focused and
finish strong. The single most important
factor for a student's academic success is
parent support. As always, we are here to
support your student with their personal,
academic and career/college needs.

Ms. Winnie Chin and Ms. Jennifer Oku
Counselors, Class of 2009

For Juniors Only

ATTENTION ALL JUNIORS: NOW is the
time to start finalizing your College
Application plans. Use this time now and
over the summer to do your final research on
colleges you would like to attend. Consider
all variables including location, transportation,
major, financial situation, ‘match’ for your
GPA and SAT/ACT scores, etc. You should
be applying to one REACH school, a
REALISTIC school, and a ‘safety’ school —
one that you will most likely get into to.
Consider if you really want to attend a private
university vs. one of the very fine public
universities right here in the state of
California. Our own statistics and data show
that many of our students apply to as many
as 20 schools — including private universities,
UC’'s and Cal States. This is a tremendous
waste of energy and resources (not to
mention — just a waste of money) — when you
are already quite certain you'll stay in
California and go to a Public School. It is
best to apply only to private schools that you
truly will attend, if you are admitted. Have
you visited each school that you want to
apply to? Do you know what the school has
to offer you? Students who ‘OVER-APPLY’
(apply to a whole bunch of schools just to see
if they can they get in) are actually skewing
the numbers for AHS Students. Most private
Universities get to know trends from high
schools across the country, and we do not
want AHS to be a high school from which
students apply — but never enroll. Those
schools will stop accepting our students. So
please, think critically and carefully about the
schools to which you will apply for
admissions — and make sure you are a good
match before you go through the entire
application and decision making process.

April 2009/May 2009
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COUNSELORS’ CORNER

You will save yourself time, energy, worry,
stress; and you will help yourself and all of
AHS in the long run.

The 2009-2010 Student Data Packet is now
available online. All Juniors who will be
requesting a Counselor letter of
recommendation for private colleges and
scholarships next school year MUST fill out
the Student Data Packet. Students must
complete and turn in the Student data Packet
forms by Sept. 25, 2009. Students who turn
their Packet in early report that they have a
‘jump-start’ on the college application
process. These students are grateful to have
a very large task out of the way when they
are filling out college applications. The
Student Data Packet is found on the school
website:  www.ausd.net/ahs. Click on
Counseling, then click on College Information
and then on 2009-2010 Student Data
Packet. Please do this and turn it in to the
Career Center (Room P13) by Sept. 25",
2009.

Since the forms are electronic, you will fill in
the blanks by typing responses, or you will
use a drop-down menu when available. We
encourage you to print out a copy of the form
and answer questions off-line first. You can
then put your answers into a WORD
document and then copy and paste into the
on-line form in one sitting. Data input into the
form cannot be saved and retrieved for later
editing.

www.ausd.net/ahs

Click on Counseling (on the bottom left)
Select: College Information (left hand side)

Select: 2009-2010 Student Data Packet
(toward the bottom)

Please be advised that all requests for
private college recommendations from the
counseling staff will be due according to the
following schedule:

Regular Decision College Application
Deadlines: October 1, 2009 — October 30,
2009; $10 processing fee — includes an
official transcript

Penalty for Late Requests: $20 processing

fee for each official transcript which is
requested late.

Early Decision College Application
Deadlines: Counselors must receive a

minimum of 4 weeks advanced notice (not
including holidays) prior to the deadline. For
example, students applying to colleges with a
November 1% Early Decision Deadline, must
submit their request for letters of
recommendation by October 1%

Ms. Kathy Rapkin and Mrs. Sharon
Sandoval

Counselors, Class of 2010
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April 2009

1 Quarter Finals - Art, Performing Arts, Physical Education,
& Other

1 Band Vertical Concert - 7 p.m. Pasadena High School
Auditorium, $5.00 (New Date)

2 AHS PTSA Meeting - 7 p.m. - Arcadia City Council
Chambers

| 2 Spring Concert 7 p.m. - OR1, OR2, CB1, CB3 (North Gym)
| (new Date)

I 2 Quarter Finals - Social Science, Career & Technology,

| Math

| 3 End of third quarter

4 ACT Test Date - http://www.actstudent.org

————————— e f

AHS, see ACT website for nearest location.
6-10 Spring Vacation
6-10 Driver Education
For Details: http://ahspta.com/DetailsDriversEd
10 Chinese Parents Booster Club Meeting - 7:00pm in AHS
Cafeteria..
http://ahspta.com/DetailsChineseBoosterClub

10-11 Arcadia Invitational Track Meet - AHS..
13 6rad Night meeting - 7:00 p.m. in the AHS
Cafeteria/Apache Pit..

For Details: http://ahspta.com/DetailsGradNight
14 Hispanic Booster Club Meeting, 7:00 p.m. Cafeteria..
http://ahspta.com/DetailsHispanic ..
15 Swim Test at lunch..
16 Public Schools Luncheon at the Arcadia Masonic Lodge
11:30-1:30 ..
16 Incoming Freshmen Orientation Night - 7 p.m. - North
gym..
21-23 California State Testing..
21 School Board Election..
29-5/2 Orchesis Show, 7 p.m., Little Theatre..
30 "A Choral Carousel" Concert 7:00 p.m. Arcadia
Presbyterian Church..

For Details: http://ahspta.com/DetailsChoral..

May 2009
1-2 Orchesis Show, 7 p.m., Little Theatre..
2 SAT & Subject Tests - http://www.collegeboard.com
4 Grad Night meeting - 7:00 p.m. in the AHS
Cafeteria/Apache Pit..

For Details: http://ahspta.com/DetailsGradNight
4-13 AP Test Dates

wéid=248
5 Senior Parent Meeting - 7 p.m. in the Library..
7 AHS PTSA Meeting, Volunteer Appreciation and Honorary
Service Dinner - 6 p.m. - Location TBD..
7-8 Advanced Drama: Shakespeare Showcase, 7:00pm Little
Theater..

For Details: http://ahspta.com/DetailsDrama ..

The ACT national test is on this date but not given at

http://asb.ausd.net/index.php?option=com_content&task=vie

Arcadia High School PTSA Calendar

9 Color Guard Spring Show 6-9 p.m.(North Gym)..
14 Hispanic Booster Club Meeting, 7:00 p.m. Cafeteria..
Details:http://ahspta.com/DetailsHispanic
14 Chinese Parents Booster Club General Meeting - 7:00pm in
AHS Cafeteria..
http://ahspta.com/DetailsChineseBoosterClub

16 Prom..
19 Pops Concert - 7 p.m. (OR1, CB2, OR3)..
20 Swim Test at lunch..
20 Pops Concert - 7 p.m. (CB1, OR2, CB3)..
21 Senior Awards 6-8 p.m. (North Gym)..
25 Memorial Day Holiday
27 SCOC Big Brothers/Big Sisters Training - 3:00-4:30 p.m.
in the South Gym..
27-30 The AHS "Chanteurs" May Show 7:00 p.m. AHS Little
Theater..

For Details: http://ahspta.com/DetailsChoral..
June 2009
1 6rad Night meeting - 7:00 p.m. in the AHS
Cafeteria/Apache Pit..

For Details: http://ahspta.com/DetailsGradNight

4 AHS PTSA Meeting - 7 p.m. - Arcadia City Council
Chambers..
Senior Activity Day..
5 Yearbook Distribution 2 p.m...
6 SAT & Subject Tests - http://www.collegeboard.com
7 Baccalaureate - 5 p.m. - Library lawn..
Minimum Day - finals: periods 3 & 6..
10 Minimum Day - finals: periods 5 & 1..
11 Minimum Day - finals: periods 2 & 4 - end of Fourth
Quarter..
11 Last day of school
12 AHS Graduation - Commencement - 6:00-8:00 p.m. at
Santa Anita Park..
12/13 Grad Night - 11:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m...
13 ACT Test Date - http://www.actstudent.org
August 2009..
17 Freshman and New Student Orientation..
18 Apache Days - Seniors..
19 Apache Days - Juniors ..
20 Apache Days - Sophomores..
21 Apache Days - Freshmen..
23 - 28 Music Camp for Orchestra Band and Color Guard..
24 Apache Days - Makeup:..

9-9:45 Senior..

9:45-10:30 Junior..

10:30-11:15 Sophomore..

11:15-12 noon Freshmen..
31 Start of 2009/10 school year..
September 2009..
7 Labor Day Holiday (No school)..

For
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THEFTS. Arcadia High school is a good school with the clear majority of students focusing on doing what is right and what is
ethical. Unfortunately we do have some students that engage in activities that affect others negatively. One of these activities
involves stealing valuable items such as IPODS, Cell Phones and Wallets. In the past I have mentioned that students have
taken items out of lockers, many times when they are not locked, as well as backpacks that are left unattended. Recently we
have had a few students whose items were taken out of the back of their backpacks when they are walking down the hall.

Please make your son/daughter aware of this and emphasize to them the importance of keeping their valuable items on their
person such as in a pocket. When we have enough information regarding any thefts we do investigate.

We have certain legal guidelines we must follow when investigating a theft. In order to search a student we have to have
reasonable suspicion. Therefore, if there is no reasonable suspicion we can not search a student. The reason I am explaining
this is because there are instances in which we have received requests to search every student in a classroom when property has
been taken. We cannot do this without reasonable suspicion. Therefore, when there is no reasonable suspicion we are not

able to take action. It is not because we don’t care or can’t be bothered it is because we have certain legal guidelines we must
follow.

If your son or daughter has an item taken on campus they should come to our office, ] 9 ¥, to complete a report with as
much information as possible. The serial number or other unique identification is especially helpful. The reason for
completing the report is that sometimes these items turn up later, sometimes even in another investigation.

SENIORS. Parents, if you have a senior daughter or son you know they are in the home stretch of their high school career.
Remind them that senioritis is not an excuse for failing a course or violating school rules. It is especially difficult when a
senior fails a class and therefore is not eligible to graduate or violates a rule and loses the privilege of participating in senior
activities such as prom or grad night. Unfortunately, in my many years working in high schools it seems that at least one
student each year receives the consequences I described above. It would be awesome if that did not occur this year.

Mr. Kerney, Ms. Mackessey and I wish you and your son/daughter our best as we close in on the end of the school year.

THINGS TO DO

*  Puwrchase scrip

*  Purchase Apache Wear & AHS Afghans

«  Volunteer to-help at AHS

*  Questions; Call PTSA President, Kay Kinsler, 355-4834 or
koykinsler@altrionet.com
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Arcadia High School
PTSA

180 Campus Drive
Arcadia, California 91007
Phone: 626-821-8370
Email: ahsnewsletter@ausd.net

PISA

everychild.onevoice.”

on calendar or go to

usd.net E-mail articles for the

inistration’s message.

"Building our Future Together."

Please visit our website @
http://ahspta.pbwiki.com/

Important August Dates

Mark Your Calendar Now!!

August 2009

17 Freshman and New Student Orientation

18 Apache Days — Seniors

19 Apache Days — Juniors

20 Apache Days — Sophomores

21 Apache Days — Freshmen

23 — 28 Music Camp for Orchestra Band and Color Guard

24 Apache Days — Makeup: 9-9:45 Senior; 9:45-10:30 Junior, 10:30-11:15 Sophomore, 11:15-12 noon
Freshmen




